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Regular Meeting 

These minutes are for the regular meeting of the Beacon City Council, held in the Municipal Center at One 

Municipal Plaza on May 16, 2016. Please note that the video recording of this meeting is available at 

http://vimeo.com/channels/40154.  

 

Council Members Present: Council Members Absent: 

George Mansfield, At Large  

Lee Kyriacou, At Large  

Peggy Ross, Ward One 

Omar Harper, Ward Two 

 

Pamela Wetherbee, Ward Three  

Ali Muhammad, Ward Four 

 

Randy Casale, Mayor  

 

Also Present: 

 

Anthony Ruggiero, City Administrator  

Nick Ward Willis, City Attorney  

 

 
A moment of silence was observed for past and present service men and women.     

 
 

First Opportunity for Public Comments: Each speaker may have one opportunity to speak up to three minutes 

on any subject matter other than those which are the topic of a public hearing tonight. 

 

Speakers: 

 

1. Moe Baxter:  Mr. Baxter expressed his concerns regarding a barking dog owned by a neighbor.  He said 

that the dog barks constantly and is tied to a tree all day long.    He said he has to leave his house in 

order to get away from the disturbance.   

 

2. Amy Wilson, Beacon Arts:  Amy gave an overview of Beacon Open Studios taking place on May 21.  

There will be a kick-off party at 2-Way Brewing on Friday from 6-9 pm.         

 

3. Josh Geisler, 30 Dennings Avenue:  Expressed his concerns about the music traveling across the river 

from Newburgh.  Feels like there is a party next door every night.  Asked if there was anything that could 

be done about it.    Also, asked if there was anything they could do to have Beacon designated as a quiet 

zone for train whistles.  Mayor Casale advised that the noise from Newburgh has been on ongoing 

problem.  He said that we would look into it again. 

 

4. Theresa Kraft:  Suggested that the City do some maintenance on the crumbling old bridge before we 

designate the new Ron and Ronnie Sauers East Main Street Bridge. 

 

Presentation:     

 

Mayor Casale delivered the State of the City Address:   

2016 State of the City of Beacon  

http://vimeo.com/channels/40154
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Mayor Randy Casale 

 

Good Evening.  I am happy to be here with all of you tonight to present the State of the City of Beacon.  I 

first would like to thank our City Administrator Anthony Ruggiero, our City department heads and all of 

our city employees for their dedicated service to our City.  Together they help to make the City of 

Beacon a clean, safe and vibrant place to live and work while being fiscally responsible.  I would also like 

to thank my distinguished fellow councilmembers.  It is such a privilege to serve with individuals who 

have only the best interests of our City in mind.  I look forward to continuing our service together as we 

take on many important challenges in the year ahead.   

We were able to stay within the tax cap by only increasing the tax levy $133,312 which resulted in a 

1.3258% levy increase.  By staying within our budget, we ended the year with a surplus as a result of 

increased tax collection, sales tax growth, sale of real property, court and traffic fines and mortgage tax.  

Our conservative budgeting practices made it possible for us to fund $680,000 in capital plan costs, 

$240,000 of the Main Street accessibility grant and we were able to make an additional payment of 

$500,000 on our short-term debt.   

As you may have heard, we recently received a bond rating upgrade from Moody’s Investor Services to 

Aa2.  This upgrade reflects the robust health of the City of Beacon’s finances.  An upgrade such as this is 

important in that it keeps dollars here in Beacon rather than sending them to Wall Street in the form of 

high interest payments.  An upgraded bond rating helps a community by driving down the cost of 

borrowing (lower interest rates) for important infrastructure and capital improvement projects.   

In a summary, Moody’s noted several of the City’s strengths leading to the Aa2 rating upgrade including: 

• Improved financial position over last five years reflective of prudent management;  

• Favorable reserves when compared to the Aa2 national median;  

• Strong liquidity levels; 

• Moderate growth in tax base and increase in development activity; 

• Manageable debt levels given well-developed Capital Plans; 

• Frequent issuer of bond anticipation notes with a demonstrated track record of market access. 

It is also important to note that we have been able to get to this point without reducing services and 

while staying within the tax rate cap for the past two years.  This success is a testament to the 

commitment of the City Council, our Administrator, our employees and the Beacon community.  I don’t 

know where else you will find more enthusiastic and supportive residents than in the City of Beacon.  

Our volunteers are second to none and contribute an invaluable amount of time and skill to our 

community.   

As positive as this is, we must continue to find ways to properly steward our aging infrastructure.  Like 

all other cities across the county, we face \major challenges in maintaining our roads, sewer and water 

lines and other forms of physical infrastructure all while handling the raising costs of pensions, utilities 

and State mandates with reduced State and Federal aid.  Over the past few years, we have been 
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reducing the amount of fund balance that we use to offset the operational budget.  It is our short-term 

goal to not use fund balance at all for this purpose but rather to pay down debt.   We are confident that 

we will achieve that goal in the next few years.   

As we move forward following the principals of our Comprehensive Plan, we will continue to build our 

tax base, protect our environmental and historic resources, expand our recreation and community 

facilities and improve our transportation system.  

Mayor Casale continued with departmental highlights from the year extracted from the Report included 

in the meeting agenda.   

Council Member Reports: 

 

5. Ali Muhammad:  Thank you to everyone for coming and watching tonight.  It is very important to get 

out and vote on the School Board and Budget.   

 

6. Omar Harper:  no comments.     

 

7. Lee Kyriacou:  Suggested that the Landlord Registration process be added to an upcoming workshop 

meeting agenda.  He read from the form and indicated that most of the information requested on the 

form is not necessary.  The costs to the property owner come to about $20.00 per relevant question.  

Would like to move toward automating this system so the forms can be filled out electronically.     

 

8. George Mansfield:  Advised that he and Council Member Wetherbee visited the Water Department 

recently.  He realized how little he knew and appreciated about the process that goes into having the 

clean water that comes out of his faucet.  He was impressed with the work being done there with 

somewhat antiquated equipment.  He mentioned that he saw a lot of knowledge, passion and pride 

from the staff.  He appreciates the work being done by all City employees.   

 

9. Pam Wetherbee:   Advised that she actually did have the topic of noise on her list of things to look into.  

Apologized to Moe Baxter for not getting his email message.  Heard from a constituent who was 

questioning the demotion of one east main because of its historical value.  Would like to know more 

about the process for demolition.  The water department tour with George was very educational.  Didn’t 

realize that the employees are on call overnights as well.  Thanked them for their commitment.  Would 

like to address some of the equipment issue through the new capital plan.  Saw something on the Today 

show about body cameras which was very interesting.   

 

10. Peggy Ross:  Thank you to the Mayor and the staff for the bond rating.  Thank you to the McElduff for 

the new tree.  Just a reminder about the school elections - it’s an important vote.  We need to pass the 

budget, as it will fund all the things that help make a good school district.  Quoted President Obama 

“Because Apathy has Consequences”, so we need to be involved especially in public education.   

 

11. Anthony Ruggiero:  Will be meeting with department head this week and will be bringing the capital 

plan back to council shortly.   
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12. Mayor Casale:  Clarified the May meeting schedule.  Memorial Day parade will be May 30th at 10 a.m.  

This Saturday we will host the Margaret Fuller Marker Dedication.  Read details about Margaret Fuller 

and the Women’s History Trail.  We did send a police officer to look into the barking dog situation.  We 

will continue to follow up.  I have been dealing with the noise from Newburgh since I was elected 

Mayor.  We will continue to work on this issue.     

Resolutions, Ordinances and Local Laws:   

 

13. Resolution to Settle the Tax Certiorari Matter of Hedgewood Home for Adults LLC et ano v. Assessor of 

the City of Beacon, et al.   

Nick Ward-Willis explained the matter.   

Motion to by Council Member Muhammad, second by Council Member Mansfield 

7-0 

 

14. Resolution to Authorize an Agreement with BFJ Planning for Planning Services Related to the 

Comprehensive Plan Review Project  

Anthony Ruggiero explained the specifics of the cost of the agreement and the funding sources.   

Motion by Council Member Wetherbee, second by Council Member Ross 

7-0 

 

15. Resolution to Authorize the Sale of City-Owned Property Located on West Main Street.    

Mayor Casale explained that this is the sliver of Property next to 18 W. Main. 

Motion by Council Member Kyriacou, second by Council Member Mansfield 

7-0 

 

16. Resolution to Designate the E. Main Street Bridge as the Ron and Ronnie Sauers Bridge.   

Council Member Mansfield advised that Ronnie Sauers could not be here tonight but she is thrilled that 

the memory of her husband is being recognized by the City.     

Councilman Kyriacou suggested that we do not name things after people until they are no longer with 

us.   

Motion by Council Member Kyriacou, second by Council Member Mansfield 

7-0 

 

17. Resolution Confirming the Award of a Contract for the Installation of the Solar Energy Facility at the 

City Landfill at Dennings Point and Adopting a Negative Declaration.      

Anthony Ruggiero explained that this will help us continue with the Solar Farm project process.  Paul 

from BQ Energy and Jeff Domanski have been very helpful with this process.   

Motion by Council Member Ross, second by Council Member Mansfield 

7-0 

 
 

Second Opportunity for Public Comments: Each speaker may have one opportunity to speak for up to three 

minutes on any subject matter on which the Council can take action. 

 

Speakers:   



City of Beacon Council Minutes May 16, 2016 

 

18. Dalton Edwards, 416 Main Street:  Advised that he is from Austin Texas but plans to stay here in 

Beacon.  As Beacon becomes popular, he is concerned about the behavior of all local regulatory 

agencies.  Professional conflict of interest is very valuable phrase in keeping corruption, greed 

mismanagement at bay.   

 

19. Rueben Simmons, Pres. CSEA:  Good to hear the reports of the Administrator, Mayor and Council 

Persons Mansfield and Wetherbee.  Has worked here since 2008 and has worked hard to change the 

perception of City Employees. Does not matter what title one holds, working together we can provide 

the best service possible.  Thank you for your comments.   

 

 
Executive Session: 

 

20. Matters Leading to the Appointment, Employment, Promotion, Discipline, Suspension, Dismissal or 

Removal of a Particular Person or Corporation 

Motion to enter executive session at 8:00 p.m. by Council Member Wetherbee, second by Council 

Member Harper 

 

 
Next Workshop:  May 31, 2016 

Next Council Meeting:  June 6, 2016 

 
Respectfully submitted, 

Elizabeth Evans, Assistant to the Mayor  

 


